Q N m 3" December 2010
Bird Survey — Sarehole Mill Country Park

BIODIVERSITY CHAMPIONS HELP WITH BIRMINGHAM BIRD SU RVEY AT SAREHOLE
MILL

Quadron’s Horticultural Development Manager and the Birmingham Biodiversity Champions
braved sub zero temperatures of -8 C at the beginning of December 2010 to help Birmingham
City Council’s Biodiversity Officer, Dr. Stefan Bodnar, undertake a bird survey at Sarehole Mill
Country Park.

During the winter and early spring, bird surveys are carried out across the city of Birmingham
on a regular basis in order to obtain detailed information on urban bird populations. The
surveys also provide invaluable data on the seasonal movement/migratory patterns of the
birds from one habitat to another by using the City’s extensive network of green corridors.

a life line for urban birds and encourage biodiversity

The birds are humanely caught using special, strategically placed nets. Once caught each
bird is then carefully examined to determine its age, gender, weight and general condition of
health. All of this information is recorded on the site log and then transferred to the main data
base where it is used to formulate future conservation and environmental management plans.

Recording details of a robin

Helping to set up the bird nets just before dawn
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If the bird does not already have an existing identification ring on its leg, then it is ringed
before being released back into the wild in the exact place where it was caught. On this
occasion there was a broad variety of birds for the Biodiversity Champions to catalogue and
ring. Species included: Great Tit, Blue Tit, Long Tailed Tit, Robin, Nuthatch, Greenfinch,
Goldfinch and a Greater Spotted Woodpecker.

A male Nuthatch

A newly identified and ringed Robin

A Greater Spotted Woodpecker being ringed

After identifying and ringing individual small birds, it was time to take a look at potential new
survey sites with Stefan. Three suitable areas were found and the Champions welcomed the
opportunity to keep warm by cutting back and clearing out the scrub for future net runs!
Following on from the pruning work, the Champions were then taught how to capture water
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fowl in the open in order to record their details and ring them for future identification purposes
as part of the survey programme.

A flock of unsuspecting Mallards
about to take part in the bird survey!

Cutting back and clearing scrub for new survey sites

Steve holding a Mallard in a way that
causes the least stress to the bird

Steve getting his chance to ring his Mallard

Despite the bitterly cold weather conditions, the day was a great success and the Biodiversity
Champions enjoyed being part of the team undertaking the bird survey - particularly as they
were undertaking vital conservation work that benefits the public of Birmingham as well as the
City’'s wildlife. Quadron looks forward to supporting further bird surveys in the near future.
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