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HERITAGE HEDGE - BRANDWOOD END CEMETERY 

COMMUNITY HAWTHORN HEDGE PLANTING   
 

 

Exactly one week after removing the struggling beech hedge around the Civilian Garden 
of Remembrance, the Biodiversity Champions returned to Brandwood End Cemetery to 
complete the second phase of the project and help approximately 30 children from St 
Alban’s RC Primary School and members of the local community plant up the new 
hawthorn hedge.  

Once again, the weather was kind and after an early morning frost the Remembrance 
Garden was bathed in beautiful early spring sunshine. Ideal weather for planting! There 
was plenty of work to be done before the school children arrived on site; with the bed to be 
forked over once more and the hawthorn whips to be laid out in readiness for the planting.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Once the children arrived, a one minute silence for the victims of the earthquake and 
tsunami in Japan was observed by everyone present. Jane Edwards, from the Friend’s of 
Brandwood End Cemetery then went on to explain a little about the cemetery’s history to 
the children and the importance of the Civilian Garden of Remembrance. Dawn Harding 
from Birmingham City Council’s Bereavement Services showed the children the register in 
which the names of civilian casualties of World War II were listed. Dean Paul, a member of 
the ground staff team at Brandwood End Cemetery then talked to the children about the 
wealth of animals and birds that could be seen within the cemetery. 

 
Quadron’s Nicola Clarke laying out the 

hawthorn whips in readiness for  
planting 

 
Steve transfers the mulch into barrows 



                                 
14h March 2011                                                              

  Heritage Hedge – Brandwood End Cemetery 
Community Hawthorn Hedge Planting   

 

 
 

 
Created By: N. Clarke, 29th March 2011 
           Page 2 of 5                                                    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The children were placed into pairs and armed with child sized spades (kindly loaned to 
the Friend’s of Brandwood End Cemetery by the Friend’s of Ward End Park especially for 
the occasion). They then got down to the business of getting their wellington boots muddy 
and planting all 250 hawthorn whips.  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The children get stuck in with the  

planting 

 
Dawn Harding from Birmingham City Council Bereavement  

Services shows the children the incredibly beautifully  
scribed register of names, together with Jane Edwards 

 

 
Nicola Clarke helping the children plant the whips 
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The children were completely undaunted by the number of whips that they needed to plant 
into the ground and very soon an enthusiastic competition developed between each group 
to see who could plant the most. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Constituency Park’s Manager, Simon Cooper, lends a  

helping hand 

 
Quadrons’ Chris Hicken and his team of boys  

firming in the planted hawthorns 

 
The race to plant more hawthorns than the next 

group begins….. 

 
Fredy’s group are proud to have planted 20 of the whips 
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With the help of their teachers, parents, members of the Friend’s of Brandwood End 
Cemetery Committee, Birmingham City Council’s Constituency Park’s Manager for Selly 
Oak, Simon Cooper, and Brandwood councillor Mike Leddy all of the whips were planted 
in record time.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Following all the physical activity of planting, the children were then taken for a short walk 
around the peaceful grounds of Brandwood End Cemetery to learn more about the site 
from Jane Edwards. During this time, Dean Paul and the Biodiversity Champions took the 
opportunity to put the final touches on the bed, by mulching the newly planted hawthorn 
whips with a thick layer of well seasoned bark chippings. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Dean and Steve mulching the newly planted whips 

 
Muddy spades and a newly planted hedge -  

testament to the children’s enthusiastic handiwork 
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The morning was a great success and the Friend’s of Brandwood End Cemetery are 
delighted with the new hawthorn hedge surrounding the Civilian Garden of Remembrance 
which was planted with such community spirit. It is hoped that the whips will thrive and 
grow strongly in future years so that they provide a fitting border for the Garden whilst 
encouraging more biodiversity into Brandwood End Cemetery at the same time. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
A section of the finished hawthorn hedge 

 


