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HERITAGE HEDGE - BRANDWOOD END CEMETERY
REMOVAL OF EXISTING BEECH HEDGE

In late summer of last year Quadron’s Horticultural Development Manager, Nicola Clarke,
was contacted by Jane Edwards and Anne Courbet from the Friend’s of Brandwood End
Cemetery for some advice on the poor establishment of their beech hedge surrounding
the Civilian Garden of Remembrance. Upon inspection, parts of the hedge were indeed in
very poor condition, with many of the young trees either dying or struggling to put on any
growth. Further investigation revealed that the soil in the area was heavy clay and that it
was also prone to severe water-logging during the winter months. Given that beech trees
prefer a light, free draining solil it was suggested to Jane and Anne that the soil conditions
were unsuitable for beech trees and that the best solution would be to remove the entire
hedge and replace it with a species that would thrive in the given conditions.
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The poorly performing beech hedge surro ng the Civilian G
Remembrance in Brandwood End Cemetery

After further consultation with Quadron and with the kind permission of the landowner,
Birmingham City Council Bereavement Services, it was decided to replace the hedge early
the following year with hawthorn, a native species, which is not only tolerant of heavy clay
soils, but also great for encouraging biodiversity and supporting wildlife. In addition to this
it was agreed to donate any surviving beech to Ward End Park where the soil conditions
are much more favourable for the species.

The Friend’s of Brandwood End Cemetery secured the funding for the project from the
National Lottery through Big Lottery Fund and by mid December 250 dormant hawthorn
whips were heeled into the ground waiting to be planted as soon as the weather
conditions improved.
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In early March Quadron’s Biodiversity Champions; Chris Hicken, Steve Joynes, Andy
Pember and Fredy Tematema together with Nicola Clarke and Dean Paul from
Bereavement Services began the first phase of the project. This involved digging up the
existing hedge and preparing the bed in readiness for planting the young hawthorn whips
with a local school and members of the community the following week.

Jane Edwards from the Friends of Brandwood End Cemetery explaining the
historical background of the Garden of Remembrance to the Biodiversity
Chamninns

; : % N\ | 4 |ggg beech trees i the early
Dean and Chris begin the task of removing the spring sunshine
ailing beech trees

The weather was glorious and much to everyone’s surprise the beech trees were fairly
easy to remove without doing too much damage to what little root systems they had. After
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a very welcome tea and biscuit break which was kindly supplied by Jane it was time to
mark-out, half moon and prepare the bed for the new hawthorn hedge.

Busy preparing the old bed in readiness for the
hawthorn whips

Marking out the bed with string to ensure that
edges were cut straight

Whilst the marking out and half mooning all went according to plan, the forking over of the
soil proved to be much, much tougher! In attempting to turn the soil over it soon became
very evident as to why the beech trees had struggled in this location. In some areas the
soil was virtually pure clay! This made digging hard work as the soil had a tendency to
stick like glue to the forks and was so heavy in places that Chris actually snapped his fork
trying to dig through it!

A handful of clay — an illustration of the soil conditions
at Brandwood End Cemetery

A casualty of the heavy soil — Chris with his
shapped fork
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However, determined not to be beaten, the Biodiversity Champions finally got the better of
the soil conditions and managed to finish off the necessary preparation work on the bed.
The end result looked very smart indeed, much to the Friend’'s of Brandwood End
Cemetery’s delight, who were extremely complimentary of the work undertaken.

With the preparation work finished on the bed, all that remained was to load up the beech
trees onto the van and to take them to Ward End Park, where they were temporarily
heeled into the ground next to the Friend’s of Ward End Park’s Community Garden.

Dean helps Quadron to load up the van with the beech trees
for Ward End Park

The beech trees temporarily heeled in at
Ward End Park before being planted into their final position

The Friend’s of Ward End Park are grateful to the Friend’s of Brandwood End Cemetery
for the kind donation of the beech trees for their park, and the Friend’s of Brandwood End
are pleased to know that their trees have found a ‘good home’ in which it is hoped that
they will thrive and mature. Here at Quadron we are just pleased to have been able to
reach across ‘the constituency divide’ and help two local community groups achieve their
goals.
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