July 2010
Green Flag Celebration — Ward End Park

GREEN FLAG CELEBRATION
WARD END PARK 2010

Birmingham Clty Council Parks Service, in partnership with Quadron Services Limited was
awarded its 8" prestigious Green Flag as Ward End Park joined the list of annually inspected
winners. The Green Flag is bestowed in recognition for excellence in park maintenance and
management.

Quadron’s Contract Manager for Hodge Hill, Tony Jones, stated that, “This was a fantastic
achievement for all staff involved with Ward End Park and a great reward — especially for
Park Keeper John Howe who has worked hard over the past year in raising standards and
promoting a real sense of community spirit within the park.”

Thrilled to be awarded the prestigious Green Flag
Constituency Parks Manager, Pat Tarry, with the Quadron Team

The news was greeted with sheer delight by the Friends of Ward End Park and both the
Constituency Director for Hodge Hill, Rob James, and Neighbourhood Manager for Ward End
and Pelham, Christy Acton, who have all worked hard in helping to raise the profile of the
Park as a great recreational asset. Christy said, “The residents in the local area are very
proud to have won the Green Flag award for Ward End Park. The park is a great space for
our community that we all make use of. It's really nice that this has been recognised and will
spur us onto make further improvements”.

Enjoylng some party food in the Park

Created By: N. Little, 28" July, 2010 Page 1 of 2



July 2010
Green Flag Celebration — Ward End Park

A party in the park event was held on 28" July, 2010 to celebrate this special occasion.
Activities included sporting displays from local teenagers who had taken part in the Street
Games programme and a tour of the Community Garden where the Friends of Ward End
Park help local school children to grow their own vegetables and flowers.

The Friends of Ward End Park Community Garden Friends of Ward End Park, Quadron and Neighbour-
hood Manager proudly hold the Green Flag

The party culminated in the raising of the Green Flag directly in front of Ward End House by
local councillors Gwyn Neilly and Ansar Ali Kahn.

Clirs Gwyn Neilly and Ansar Ali Khan alongside A very special occasion as the Green Flag is
two Friends of Ward End Park; Mike Wheale raised at Ward End Park
and Joan Chamberlain

This year has seen the highest number of awards handed out — a record 1200 Green Flags
and Green Pennants across the UK compared to 1,013 in 2009.

Paul Todd, Manager, Green Flag Award Scheme, said, “It's a remarkable achievement that
so many parks have successfully reached Green Flag Award status this year. The staff who
run the parks work very hard throughout the year to ensure their facilities are maintained to a
high standard and enjoyed by the entire community. As the recession bites and people look
closer to home to enjoy the outdoors, the provision of high-quality, free open spaces is of
particular importance.”

The awards could not come at a better time as GreenSpace’s ‘Love Parks’ week takes place
between 24" July and 1% August, during which time people will be encouraged to enjoy the
nation’s parks and green spaces.
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