SELLY OAK PARK

A creative writing assignment by Jolene O’Connor, English Student, Newman University College.
Had enough of busy city life? Want just an hour to yourself? Ever imagined a tranquil place in the middle of daily chaos? Try Selly Oak Park. It is local, peaceful and a truly beautiful place, often ignored and taken for granted by us busy workers.

The history of Selly Oak is literally embedded in Selly Oak Park. The ‘Butt of Old Oak Tree’ was buried in the Park in 1909 and has been given a brass plaque in its memory; this is where the areas name Selly Oak originated. With its interesting history, lush green grass, countless trees of all shapes and sizes, the beautiful springtime daffodils and variety of purple, yellow and pink crocuses, Selly Oak Park is a great place to sit and relax.

The derelict Lapal Canal has had several renovation attempts and after visiting this place you will find it hard to understand why it hasn’t been achieved. A running stream is the only thing missing from this area and you will agree it would only add to the peaceful feel the park has, as well as providing a home for many more animals and fish to accompany the many grey squirrels lurking in each tree, waiting for the next dog to come along and be teased. 

The park is a popular place for families, dog walkers and football games which makes it a friendly environment. However, the park is always kept clean and is big enough that you can easily find a quiet area to yourself and your thoughts.

Whether you have a dog to walk, a ball to kick, a child to entertain on the swings or you just fancy a stroll, Selly Oak Park is perfect for you. On a summer’s day with a blanket and an ice cream, this park will show you, you don’t have to leave Birmingham to get a taste of nature.
