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SELLY OAK PARK NATURE TRIAL
CYRIL THE SQUIRREL WILLOW SCULPTURE

On a chilly and dull morning in early February artistic sculptor Bob Green arrived at Selly
Oak Park to build the living willow sculpture designed to form part of the park's Nature
Trial.

Building such a large sculpture in one day was an ambitious plan, but with the support
from lots of very keen volunteers it was finally completed as dusk was drawing in. The
many helpers included the Chair of the Friend’'s of Selly Oak Park - Andrew Schofield,
Quadron’s Park Keeper - Derek Foley, local historian — Ken Pugh, Neighbourhood
Manager — Tracey Hewitt, local children from St Mary's School — years 1, 5 and 6)
together with their Forestry Schools teacher — Liz Hughes and other helpers from the
school.

Willow sculptor, Bob Green, starts work on the structure
helped by Andrew Schofield and the pupils
from St Mary’s School

Park Keeper Derek joins in the fun

Both children and adults alike were inspired by Bob and the sculpture they were creating
together. Living willow whips where planted into the ground and woven together to form
the sculpture. Many local residents stopped during the course of the day to watch
everyone working hard but having great fun together working as a team.

Created By: N. Clarke, 9" February 2011
Page 1 of 2



Q N m February 2011
Selly Oak Park Nature Trail — Cyril the Squirrel Willow Sculpture

Park Keeper Derek working hard with the children as local
Residents admire everyone’s handiwork

As the sculpture gradually began to take shape over several hours, it became clear that it
was in the form of a squirrel. The children were absolutely thrilled to learn they were
making an animal form and decided to name the sculpture ‘Cyril — The Squirrel.

The sculpture was finally completed as dusk began to fall over the park. Everyone pulled
together with real community spirit to get Cyril finished and the results are just fantastic.
We all look forward to watching him grow over time!

Dusk falls as Cyril is completed
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