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SELLY OAK PARK NATURE TRIAL
NEW WOODEN BENCH

Following hot on the heals of Cyril the Squirrel, Quadron’s Nicola Clarke was delighted to
be able to assist the Friend’s of Selly Oak Park with another feature for their Nature Trail,
by organizing wood carver Dick Tilley to come to the park to build a very special bench.
The bench, located close to the play area, was special because it was designed by local
school children who were asked to draw the style of bench they wanted to see in the park.

With the blueprint in hand, Dick, his colleague and Quadron’s Park Keeper, Derek Foley,
set to work constructing the bench.

Quadron’s Derek Foey, Dick TiIe and his colleague, Toni,
start constructing the bench designed by local
school children

The children’s design called for the bench to be of a sturdy nature, but also for it to look as
comfortable as a sofa at the same time. Untreated, railway sleepers made of oak were,
therefore, chosen as the material for the project as it was felt that these would best
accommodate the children’s request for a sturdy structure. Rebar rods were used to
secure the back of the bench to its base to ensure that it could not be snapped off or
removed. These were secured internally for safety and aesthetic reasons.

Created By: N. Clarke, 22" February 2011
Page 1 of 3



February 2011
Selly Oak Park Nature Trail - New Wooden Bench

Neighbourhood Manager, Tracey Hewitt, helps Derek with
the cutting

Dick and Derek cutting the rebar

Before the bench was finally put together, Dick carved oak leaves and acorns into the
wood — symbols which have become synonymous with Selly Oak Park.

rving by burning the wood éry )

lightly

Puting the bench together
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The completed bench looked absolutely amazing and the Friend’s were thrilled with the
end result.

The finished bench

The only thing left to do once the bench had been completed was to see if it was as
comfortable to sit on as it looked. Everyone’s happy faces confirmed that it was. It is
hoped that many more park users enjoy resting their weary feet on the new bench.

Smiles all around — Toni, Derek, Nicola, Tracey and Dick
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