Q N m January 2011
Shrub Bed Planting — Ward End Park

FRIENDS OF WARD END PARK
SHRUB BED PLANTING

Quadron were delighted to support the Friends of Ward End Park on Monday 17" January
2011 by helping the group plant out three former rose beds within the Park. The beds
were adopted by the Friends of Ward End Park as part of the Birmingham Open Spaces
Forum ‘Save the Shrub Bed' scheme which was launched in 2010 in partnership with
Birmingham City Council’'s Parks Department.

Sarah Royal from Birmingham Open Spaces Forum and Mike Hinton from King’s Heath
Horticultural College were also on hand to advise and help as the shrubs were unloaded
and then laid out on the former rose beds, as per the planting schedule and plan.

Setting out the new shrubs as per the planting schedule and planting plan

Don Bates supervising Park Keeper John

as he prepares a shrub bed that the
Friends of Ward End have committed
to maintaining

Once it was agreed by everyone that the shrub bed layout looked perfect, it was all hands
on the spades to get busy with the planting!

Quadron’s Nicola Clarke and Tony Jones welcome the All hands on deck — planting shrubs in the winter
opportunity to get their hands dirty planting the shrubs with sunshine
the Friends of Ward End Park
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Quadron with the Friends of Ward End Park and their newly planted shrub
bed at the entrance to the park

Having planted up the two shrub beds at the entrance to the Park, it was time to go and
join the remainder of the Friends Group who were busy setting out and planting up the
third bed, located further into the Park, opposite the former bowling green. The slightly
larger and circular shape of this bed meant that it was possible to plant an Amelanchier x
lamarckii (Snowy Mespilus) in its centre. The foliage of this attractive large shrub/small
tree is coppery as it emerges in spring which contrasts well with the plant’s white blossom.

During the autumn the leaves turn a wonderful shade of red before eventually falling from
the tree.

The Friends plnting up he t shrub d tbe aopted

Former Parks Manager and now Chairman of te Friends Group,
Mike Wheale, busy planting with the rest of the group
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By lunchtime the planting had been completed and everyone was feeling quite thirsty and
hungry after all the effort of digging. Anticipating that this would be the case, and being
such a well organized group, the Friends laid out a magnificent buffet (underneath their
brand new gazebo) which included sandwiches, sausage rolls, pork pies and home made
cakes and pastries. Tea and coffee were also in plentiful supply.

The wonderful buffet provided by Joan and Bridie of the Friends of
Ward End Park for everyone involved in the planting event

Here at Quadron we cannot think of a better way of spending a Monday morning than
helping the Friends of Ward End Park achieve their goal of improving the Park for all of the
community to enjoy. We look forward to watching the shrub beds grow and mature over
time.
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